
 

 

Cognashene Cottagers 
Association 

  The ice was out as early as I can  
remember, boats are being launched, 
and we are gearing up to renew our 
summer connections with the Bay. 

  Since our last newsletter, we com-
municated via e-mail with most of 
our membership regarding an issue 
that had come forward, quite frankly, 
without any forewarning. 

  This has to do with the creation of 
a new Master Plan for the develop-
ment of the towns of Mactier and 
Honey Harbour, the latter being of 
direct interest of most of our    
members. Our Association, along 
with other interested parties was 
invited to participate in the process 
to help create a plan that is meaning-
ful and beneficial to all interested 
stakeholders. Honey Harbour is our 
“jumping off “ spot and we depend 
on the people and businesses that 
provide us with the essential services, 
and more, for living up the shore.  

  It is our intention to provide posi-
tive input to the process; I think we 
all agree that Honey Harbour could 
do with a little spit and polish and    
general improvement. However we 
need to be mindful that development 
or change shouldn’t come at the cost 
of any potential negative environ-
mental impact, particularly water 
quality, which has not been included 
in the planner’s mandate. Portions of 
the Honey Harbour waterways are 
already at risk, further degradation 
could have far reaching impact on 
the enjoyment and commerce of the 
community should the quality of this 
most precious resource go           
unchecked. 

  The Board will continue to monitor 
the development of the Master Plan 
through the coming weeks and 
months. Information is also available 
to all residents by visiting the Town-

ship offices and the Township web-
site at 
www.township.georgianbay.on.ca. 
If you are interested in providing 
your own input by means of     
comment or suggestion, I           
encourage you to do so.  

  At present, just over 200 member-
ship renewals have been received. If 
you have not yet done so, please 
complete and submit the applica-
tion form that was included in the 
last newsletter or visit the CCA 
website to download a copy. Please 
accept our sincere apologies for 
having omitted the return envelope 
that was to have been included in 
the previous mailing.  

  I am pleased to report closure to 
the Fire/Rescue boat saga. The 
vessel has been repaired and put 
back into active service. While we 
are grateful to see its return to duty, 
there are serious concerns as to why 
this could not have been accom-
plished during the 2009 season.  

  The October 25th municipal      
election is starting to gain          
momentum. As previously          
reported, Jim Bowden will not be 
seeking re-election. Running in his 
place is Pat Edwards, who is a    
former President and Treasurer of 
our Association. Councilor Larry 
Braid has decided to vacate his   
present position to run against Jim 
Walden for Mayor. Former     
Councilor Paul Wiancko from Six 
Mile Lake has confirmed that he 
will run for Local and District 
Council to fill Larry’s vacancy. 
Councilor’s Fitchett, Lett and Sut-
cliffe are seeking re-election. As 
promised, we will continue to 
monitor the election process 
throughout the campaign period. 
Please refer to the “Politics 101” 

article that has been submitted by 
Bob Duncanson, with some minor 
edits for Cognashene. 

  For the benefit of the many 
American cottagers about the Bay, 
the GBA Boating Committee has 
issued a warning concerning    
watercraft registration that may 
affect US vessels brought into 
Canada. This article is only being 
mailed to US resident members. 
GBA has also produced (courtesy 
of Wendy Parker and her Lands & 
Forests Committee) a tip sheet of 
do’s and don’ts when it comes to 
dealing with bears. It is vitally  
important that the community 
takes the matter of bears as a very 
serious potential threat. 

  Last but not least, this is a final 
reminder that the Pleasure Craft 
Operator’s Card (or recognized 
substitute) is now required for the 
operation of watercraft. There will 
be zero tolerance in enforcing this 
new law; only the original licence 
or copy issued by the licensor will 
only be accepted. A photocopy is 
NOT acceptable proof.   

  The summer season will be in 
full swing before we know it. The  
recreation program is ready to go, 
the Cottager is in its final editing 
stages and the calendar is filling up 
with various activities. Please take 
a moment to review the articles 
presented by your hard working 
volunteer Board members.  

  As always, please communicate 
with us on any matter that is of 
interest to you and your family. 

Best wishes, 

Craig 

President’s Report 

April 2010 

Volume 8, Issue 6 

Your Executive 2 

Membership 
Report 

2 

GBLT 2 

Services Report 3 

Environment 
Report 

4 

Recreation    
Report 

5 

Special Report: 
Politics 101 

6 

Municipal   
Affairs Report 

7 

Classifieds 8 

Inside this 

issue: 

http://www.township.georgianbay.on.ca/


 

 

Susanna Henderson, Cottager 

David Matthews, Past President 

Ian Melhuish, Communications 

Wendy Parker, Vice-President 

Liz Ross, Recreation 

Karl Schiefer, Member-at-large 

Bill Stewart, Membership 

Sarah Tawaststjerna, Recreation 

Nancy Bennett, Regatta 

Craig Bowden, President 

Doug Carr, Teasurer 

Susan Carter, Recreation 

Anna Cook, Member-at-large 

Cathy Cooper, Municipal Affairs 

Ian Davis, Member-at-large 

Doug Deeks, Environment 

Susanna Ferguson, Secretary 

Derek Friend, Services 

Georgian Bay Land Trust - Jessica Bartram 

Your Executive Committee  
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  The Georgian Bay Land Trust 
(GBLT) has had an eventful winter 
– our Bayscapes Photography   
Auction was extremely successful, 
and we began work on our        
revamped website, which will be 
launched early in June.  
  Now we’re looking forwards to 
the approach of summer 2010, 
which promises to be filled with all 
kinds of exciting events!  
  As a part of our summer      
preparations, we have hired our 
2010 Summer Students. Welcome 
to Spencer Davis and Sydney Dale-
McGrath who will be active in the 
Cognashene area, both on GBLT 
properties and at community 
events, including Environment Day 

and Regatta. Be sure to say hello if you 
see them on the Bay!  
  If you would like to get involved in the 
GBLT’s land protection efforts, our 
Stewardship program is always looking 
for new recruits – contact our Land Pro-
tection Program Manager Brooks Greer 
at 416.440.1519 x4 or 
brooks.greer@gblt.org for more        
information.  
  Be sure to keep an eye out for the 
GBLT’s special events and its            
participation in local community events 
this summer, including an afternoon of 
chamber music at the Davis Cottage on 
June 17th, and our annual Summer     
Student-run event on the Lizard (date to 
be announced) – for more information 
on these and other events, check our 

website in the coming months for 
updates (www.gblt.org).  
  To be added to our e-newsletter or 
for more information about the 
GBLT, please email info@gblt.org 
or contact Jessica Bartram at 
416.440.1519 x3. 

Membership Report - Bill Stewart 

If  you have not renewed your membership in the CCA for 2010, please act on this      
reminder and send your form today.  

Membership benefits include: Cottage patrol three times in the off season; Annual copy of the “Cognashene 

Cottager” and Directory; Special member rates for the children’s summer recreation program; Annual regatta; 
Membership map; Quarterly Newsletter; Coordination of the large garbage pickup; Water testing; Four issues 

of Georgian Bay Today per year; Support of the Georgian Bay Association. Membership Renewal forms 
were sent with the first newsletter or may be downloaded from the Association website at 
www.cognashene.com. 

mailto:brooks.greer@gblt.org
http://www.gblt.org
mailto:info@gblt.org


 

 

 

9 fire pumps located in Cognashene area  

Pump #001 Halpenny; Pump #002 Old Store; Pump #005 F. Beattie;                

Pump #006 Murphy; Pump #007 Turnbull; Pump #008 Bowden;                       

Pump #009 Minnicog; Pump #010 D. Robitaille; Pump #011 Larry Lobb 
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Pictures of the Vancrofter during and 

after the devastating fire. 

Fire and the cottage  
  In the last couple of  years, many of  us 
have witnessed the devastation of  local 
cottages from fire.  It seems like Smokey 
the Bear had the right idea…fire       
prevention remains the best way to keep 
your cottage safe.  The Township Fire 
Department fire boat is located in 
Honey Harbour which is too far away 
from most of  us to arrive in time to save 
any structure. After a fire alarm is 
sounded, it takes roughly 25 minutes 
before the boat can leave the dock. This 
is because most of  the fire fighters are 
volunteers and they drive to the marina 
from a variety of  locations.  
 

  However, we do have some closer    

resources which we can use in the event 

of a fire. For example, there are 9 fire 

pumps located in the Cognashene area 

[Pump #001 Halpenny; Pump #002 

Old Store; Pump #005 Fred Beattie; 

Pump #006 Murphy; Pump #007 

Turnbull; Pump #008 Bowden; Pump 

#009 Minnicog; Pump #010 Dennis 

Robitaille; Pump #011 Larry Lobb].    
 

  We are about to start lobbying the 

Township to have more pumps located 

throughout the area. While we wait for a 

response from the Township, I am still 

collecting the names of cottagers who 

are willing to make their private pumps 

available in the event of an emergency. 

If you are interested and have not yet 

contacted me, please send an e-mail to 

dfriend@rogers.com. So far I have 

heard from six cottagers. Why not get 

your own cottage water pump?   

  The Township has the primary          

Services Report - Derek Friend 
responsibility for fire response but fire 

prevention is up to the cottager. Here 

are a few ideas to get you started;      

Remove fire hazards, check old or worn 

wiring and install smoke detectors. The 

Ontario Fire Code requires a smoke 

alarm on every storey of your cottage 

and outside each sleeping area. Non-

compliance may get you a ticket for 

$235 for each infraction; Have fire    

extinguishers handy; Check the         

barbeque; consider where and how you 

store flammables [boat gas, solvents, 

propane]; Donate your heirloom space 

heater to heavy garbage pick up;  Use 

only heavy duty extension cords;       

Redesign your fire pit or bonfire area 

with safety in mind (remember how far 

those sparks go?); Get your woodstove 

or fireplace checked; Don’t leave      

candles or outside fires unattended.   

  Our community has lost two cottages 

in two years. Taking the steps to protect 

your treasured summer home won’t be 

done by anyone else. Please think about 

your own fire prevention and response 

plan. 

Winter patrol 

Denis Robitaille advised that in his three 

rounds, he secured 6 structures.  Some 

were obvious break-ins but others could 

have been doors blown open by the 

wind. Please let me know if you have 

had a break-in. My cottage was broken 

into this winter season and when I    

reported the break in, the O.P.P. said 

that they wanted to hear from us. The 

Winter Patrol is a great benefit of   

membership in the CCA. Denis 

checks many places in very tough       

conditions. Thank you Denis for 

your great job each year! It is   

important for our association to 

ensure that we receive the       

appropriate level of policing and I 

am communicating with the 

Southern Georgian Bay O.P.P. on 

this now.  



 

 

Environment Report - Doug Deeks 
  Quite a start to the spring season this 

year; if you blink you might miss it.   

  The spring peepers, that soulful 

sound of the swamp, were pushing 

forth   evening ballads at least as early 

as April 2nd as witnessed on my first 

trip to the Bay and on that same day, 

Good    Friday it was, we had a picnic 

on Minnicog’s north beach complete 

with naked children dancing in and out 

of the water which had been ice free 

for all of two days but which at the 

time was bathed in summer-day-like 

25C sunshine.  A remarkable start. 

  Of note on the Bay this spring I give 

you the following updates: 

Bears – an active bear season last year 

combined with the mild autumn, the 

short and less than harsh winter and 

now the early spring, in all likelihood 

means another active season. There’s 

quite a bit of info available in various 

publications on bear management so I 

will keep this short but pointed: 

 - If you had a bear visit last year that 

resulted in a pleased bear (e.g. garbage 

pick-up, barbecue cleaning, bird feeder 

removal) you will have return visits this 

spring, the first of which will likely 

have taken place before your first (i.e. 

you’re now the “guest” and they’re the 

“resident”). To deter a bear from    

visiting you have to prevent them from 

getting anything pleasing. They’ll  

eventually give up and not waste their 

time but their motto is simple, if not 

persistent “if it gave once surely it will 

give again”.    

 - Practice zero retention for garbage.  

Every time a boat goes to the harbour 

take whatever garbage there is (and 

take your neighbours with you). 

 - Leave your garbage box open and 

empty. It will dissipate the odor and 

make it obvious that there’s nothing 

there for them (and save you the 

headache of having it ripped apart 

again). 

 - Unless your garbage box is of 

welded steel construction with an 

industrial clasp for closure it will not 

defeat a black bear.   

 - Leave your bird feeders, including 

the humming bird feeders, empty 

this year. Sunflowers seeds         

combined with sugary water? Get 

your camera ready because Yogi will 

be on his way over and Boo Boo 

won’t be far behind. 

 - Keep your barbecue clean. Most 

importantly note the grease trap 

hanging underneath. Unless you 

have a Retriever with a periodically 

burnt tongue taking care of this for 

you, add this to your cottage routine. 

 - Keep your compost free of sweet 

fruit and baked goods (e.g. bread) 

and add lots of brown matter,    

turning it frequently. 

 - When a bear does come, don’t act 

cute; give it a boisterous rejection of 

welcome.   

 - Dogs can be helpful deterrents if 

they’re barkers but note that any 

bear-to-dog contact including a   

single swipe of a bear paw will be the 

end of the dog, either right then and 

there or later that day in the vet’s 

office and note that a dog that 

chases a bear often becomes a dog 

chased by a bear; and where does 

your dog run to when it is           

distressed? (if this was about moose 

instead of bears, I have a great story 

about a large German shepherd, an 

enraged moose and a suddenly    

displeased dog owner who, with the 

large shepherd trying to hide       

between his legs, was facing a charg-

ing, fully racked, rutting November 

bull; but I’ll deliver that another 

time when we have visiting moose 

J). 

Spring Conditions – top of the list 

here is that the fire risk has an  

Extreme rating which is something 

we don’t normally see until July, if at 

all. The combination of extremely 

limited snow melt, lack of April rain 

and above average temperatures has 

left the islands very dry. If your 

spring clean-up typically includes a 

leaf pile and brush burn, leave that 

aside this year. I’ve already seen one 

pile burn go the wrong way this 

spring and they were lucky to not 

lose their cottage and, were they 

without drive-up access for the   

volunteer fire department and the 

tanker truck, it would have been 

quite a burn.   

  As noted things have started dry 

and while they might not stay that 

way, these early weeks are very   

important in the establishment of 

the health of the environment. If it 

remains dry through to May 24 then 

we will have drought conditions for 

the region which will create some 

issues for the natural environment, 

not the least of which will be hungry 

and emboldened bears. Instead of 

burning that brush pile, hook the 

hoses up and spread some of that 

watery love around your property.  

We’re due for a dry, hot one after 

the last few summers and at this 

stage it looks like we may get one. 

Good for those that like a few less 

bugs but not good for much else. 

  Winter storms were mild and    

limited so you may just find your 

docks and un-stored deck chairs in 

remarkably good shape along with 

the trees on your property.  Our 

biggest challenge on the dock front 

Page 4 Cognashene Cottagers Assoc iat ion  Volume 8,  I ssue 6 



 

 

Page 5 Cognashene Cottagers Assoc iat ion  Volume 8,  I ssue 6 

Environment Report - Doug Deeks 

is the beaver lodge that has appeared 

inside one of our floaters.  A little 

more wind and weather please to help 

with the eviction notice that I         

unconvincingly issued them at 

Easter… 

Water levels – that lack of spring   run

-off is resulting in a lack of a spring 

water level rebound.  The forecast for 

the Georgian Bay water levels are, that 

come dock launching time, you will be 

dealing with 8 – 15 cms less water then 

for the same time last year. Your dock 

ramp will be a bit steeper but not so 

steep as it was 2 years ago. 

Asian Carp – fortunately nothing new 

to report on this subject which may be 

good news or at the very least isn’t bad 

news. Just recently the US has         

introduced the Carp Act which is    

designed to empower the Army Corps 

of Engineers to take unimpeded action 

against the migration of the carp as 

they see fit.  What those actions may 

be are unclear but nevertheless the 

issue continues to drive major talk 

south of the border. In any case, you 

won’t be hooking one (or getting hit 

in the head by the flying version) this 

summer. 

Cognashene Environment Day – 

a good lineup is coming together for 

enviro day with subject matter     

experts from the solar panel,     

Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve, 

septic system, fishery and water  

quality communities. Heard about 

the $.80 per KWh premium the   

Ontario government is paying for 

solar power? Come and learn how 

viable solar panels are for Georgian 

Bay cottages and what installation 

and costs look like.  Want to see a 

septic system get pumped out? 

That’s just a sniff of the exciting 

stuff that will be going on! 

An Invitation – Come to Minnicog 

on Sunday May 23 at 1:30pm for a 

forest walk where we will look at 

both the history of the island forest 

including where it was burned, 

logged, managed for food           

production and its future in terms of 

it’s stage of forest succession. Allow 

2 hours for this and let me know if 

you’re thinking of coming:       

dougdeeks@gmail.com 

  I’ll send out a further communique 

to the membership by email prior to 

the weekend as reminder as I may 

also draw in a guest speaker to talk 

bears for a part of the walk. 

All for now.  Enjoy your first trip 

out! 

Recreation Report - Sue Carter and Sarah Tawaststjerna  

  We are looking forward to      
Summer 2010 with great            
anticipation. Please find the follow-
ing important program updates. 

  It is our pleasure to welcome Meg 
Bennett as our new Assistant    
Recreation Program Director. She 
has been part of the Rec Program 
for many years and we are delighted 
that she has taken on this important 
position.     

  The Recreation Program           
Registration Form for 2010 is    
included in this package. Please 
return the completed forms by 
June 1st. It really helps us to plan if 
we know how many will be using 
the program. Also, please make 
sure that you have renewed your 
CCA membership prior to sending 
in your forms. 

  We will be following the Red Cross 
Learn to Swim program levels 1-10 again 
this year. If your child(ren) are register-
ing for a Bronze Medallion or Bronze 
Cross program, please note that these are 
full summer programs. We will plan to 
hold the exam during the week of Au-
gust 16th so please plan accordingly. 

  The canoe trips are always a favorite 
with the staff and the children. Last year, 
thanks to the Cookbook Committee, the 
Recreation Program was able to         
purchase 5 new canoes. The Junior    
Canoe trip for ages 8 thru 10 will be 
July 21st/22nd and the Intermediate/
Senior Canoe trip for ages 11 thru 14 
will be August 11th/12th. When you are 
spring cleaning, please note that the  
Recreation Program would welcome 
donations of lightly used camping gear 
(tents, coleman stoves…). 

  We are pleased to offer our   
popular sailing programs again this 
year. The Junior Program (9 & 10 
year olds) will be offered Thursday 
mornings in July and August. The 
Senior Program (11 to 14 year olds) 
will be on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons in July and August. 

  Another important date for the 
calendars is the Beach Clean Up 
on Friday July 2nd. We encourage 
and welcome all helpers!! 

If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact either one 
of us at Sarah 416-482-6650 or Sue 
905-713-2540 or                    
recprogram@cognashene.com.     

We look forward to seeing everyone 
soon. 

 

mailto:dougdeeks@gmail.com
mailto:recprogram@cognashene.com
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Politics 101 at the Bay - Bob Duncanson 

It’s an Election Year! 

  It is only a few months away from the 
October 25th 2010 Ontario municipal 
elections - and time to get informed on 
issues in the Township of Georgian Bay.  
Georgian Bay municipal politics differ 
from those of some other urban areas.   
  First, we have a two-tiered system      
consisting of the Township of Georgian 
Bay and the District of Muskoka. The 
Township provides services such as fire, 
building permits/inspections, some road 
maintenance, some garbage, recreation 
and libraries. The District provides plan-
ning services, community housing , some 
garbage service, some road maintenance, 
ambulance services and other community 
services.  Second, the majority of resi-
dents (about 2/3 in the Township of 
Georgian Bay) are seasonal and a good 
percentage of these have water access-
only properties. Waterfront properties are 
assessed at a higher value than inland 
properties but most services are geared 
toward full time road access residents.  
Turnout by eligible voters is only 30% 
and we suspect that this is heavily 
weighted toward the permanent resident 
base.  
  To make sure seasonal waterfront prop-
erty owners are well represented, owners 
and spouses should vote and can vote by 
mail! Make sure that you and your spouse 
are on the voter registration list*. Read on 
for more details! 
  The municipal Township of Georgian 

Bay is divided into three electoral wards/

areas, Freeman, Gibson and Baxter, based 

on east-west geographic boundaries. The 

entire Cognashene community is located 

in Gibson ward. 

  In each municipal election Canadian 

citizens who own property in the Town-

ship of Georgian Bay and their spouses 

(even if the spouse’s name is not on ti-

tle*) are entitled to vote for: 

 the Mayor,  

 one District Councilor   

 one Area/Ward Councilor  

 a School Board Trustee (French 

Separate or English Public) 

Township Council is comprised of 

one Mayor, two District Councilors 

(one representing both Freeman and 

Gibson wards and one representing 

Baxter ward) and three Area Council-

ors (one representing each of the three 

wards). An important distinction in the 

roles between the District and Area 

Councilors is that the District Council-

ors, along with the Mayor, also sit on 

the District of Muskoka Council, 

which is a senior level of municipal 

government consisting of six          

municipalities: our Township of   

Georgian Bay, the Towns of Brace-

bridge, Gravenhurst and Huntsville and 

the Townships of Lake of Bays and 

Muskoka Lakes. 

Taxation: Both the Township and the 

District raise taxes from property   

owners, calculated by multiplying the 

tax rate (mill rate), set separately by 

each of these two levels of government, 

times the assessed market value of each 

property. Waterfront properties tend to 

be taxed at a higher net rate than inland         

properties. The latest draft 2010   

budgets from the Township and the 

District show taxation revenue in-

creases of 3.9% for the Township and 

2.3% for the District. It can be        

assumed that waterfront taxes will be 

going up well in excess of these      

averages. Two retired senior            

accountants are reviewing the         

municipal budgets to see what other 

issues should be discussed with our 

elected officials. Stay tuned.  

Voting Patterns: There are            

approximately 3,140 permanent      

resident eligible voters and 8,200    

seasonal resident eligible voters (based 

on two votes per seasonal dwelling) in 

the Township of Georgian Bay. In the 

last municipal election just over 3,400 

votes were cast in the Mayoral race and 

fewer for other positions, representing 

about a 30% voter turnout which we 

suspect was heavily permanent        

resident weighted despite the          

opportunity to vote by mail. 

Guidance on Informed Voting: The 

next municipal election will take place 

on October 25, 2010. A Committee 

of Citizens has been struck from 

across the Township to air issues with 

all candidates, inform the electorate 

and get more voters out. To ensure all 

constituencies are represented, the 

committee includes two individuals 

from coastal  Georgian Bay, two from 

the inland lake communities and one 

each from the MacTier community 

and the Port Severn/Honey Harbour 

community. Bob Duncanson, acting as 

a Go Home cottager/taxpayer, has 

agreed to be one of the coastal     

Georgian Bay representatives.      

Members of this committee will poll 

their communities to determine what 

issues are uppermost and frame these 

issues into a list of questions that will 

be posed to each candidate. The    

responses will be broadly published 

along with an analysis of the answers.  

By providing relevant and timely infor-

mation they hope to encourage all  

eligible voters to exercise their right to 

vote in an informed manner on    Elec-

tion Day, so get out and vote, or you 

only have yourself to blame! 

* An updated list of eligible voters will 

be available at the Township of    

Georgian Bay offices as of September 

1 2010. For seasonal residents the list 

will only include the name of the    

registered owner(s) of a property (as 

provided by MPAC). If you are a 

spouse of a registered owner of a 

property you are entitled to vote but 

will need to contact the municipal  

office (705-538-2337 or 1-800-567-

0187) to determine how to have your 

name added to the voters’ list. 
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Municipal Affairs - Cathy Cooper 
Honey Harbour Master Plan    

The Township of Georgian Bay is in 
the process of completing work in Port 
Severn that was partially funded by the 
Canadian Government’s infrastructure 
grants. Now similar Master Plans for 
both Honey Harbour and Mactier are 
underway. The Port Severn project is 
going to end up costing about $6.7 
million, if it is finished on budget. 
These monies are extremely significant 
for a small township with an annual 
budget that is less than that value of 
that one project. Yes, we are eligible 
for grant money, but the projects must 
be partially funded by the township. 
Also, the costs to maintain any parks 
or visitor centres are not covered at all 
by grant money and will obviously  
increase the annual operating budget of 
the township on a permanent basis.  

   The residents of Honey Harbour 
deserve a better place to live, for sure. 
Some children have to swim around 
the docks at marinas because there is 
no public swim area. The main road 
through town lacks sidewalks and 
curbs, and a proper crossing from the 
school property. Local residents talk 
about the challenge to keep their    
families interested in living in the area.  

   That is a concern for all cottagers: 
what would we do without these    
business owners? This month’s      
Cottage Life magazine told a harrow-
ing story of a marina that closed, and 
the fight that is ensuing for the area’s 
residents, (who are water-only access),  
to buy land and establish their own 
marina. We want to have happy    
families owning successful marinas, 
retail and service operations for      
generations to come. We should all 
share an interest in seeing that any 
monies for this Master Plan are spent 
on improving living conditions for  
local residents.  

   That being said, other communities 
in the District of Muskoka have      
created major development to their 
waterfront area targeted at tourism and 
transient boat traffic. Given the      
congestion already present in Honey 

Harbour, and the degrading water 
quality, this would be a disastrous 
approach to take for Honey        
Harbour. The fact that the Honey 
Harbour Master Plan will not      
involve any studies on the plan’s 
environmental and boat traffic    
impact makes it imperative that we 
all become involved to make sure 
that the hamlet is stewarded through 
this development plan in a safe and 
responsible manner. 

   If too much township money is 
spent, taxes will go up, and some 
residents may not be able to afford 
to live in the hamlet anymore. So the 
balance that must be achieved is to 
get the improvements that the town 
absolutely needs, while avoiding  
excessive costs and improvements 
that do not benefit local residents or 
cottagers. 

   The Cognashene Community Plan 
took over 3 years to develop and 
every single resident of Cognashene 
was given the opportunity to      
complete a survey. The results for 
every survey question were tabulated 
to determine where there was a   
consensus. Meanwhile, the Town-
ship of Georgian Bay is fast-tracking 
this master plan exercise. The public 
input period will be over by October 
and the plan drafted by this         
November, or sooner. It is a concern 
that when something so important is 
rushed, the outcome may be        
unpredictable. 

Committee of Adjustment (COA) 

Property owners will always want to 
have relief from by-law limitations, 
and the COA is supposed to uphold 
the by-laws where possible, while 
giving some flexibility to those in 
need due to challenging circum-
stances. The role of the Committee 
of Adjustment seems to have 
changed significantly over the past 3 
or 4 years from a protective watch-
dog body to one that is pro-
development. Although our council-
lor and our District representative 
have tried to support our plan, they 

have been out-numbered on many 
COA votes. 

   Applicants have been granted  
variances that basically negate our 
by-laws. For example: 

 - The maximum building size cap 
has been successfully challenged 

 - The maximum sleeping cabin size 
cap has been successfully challenged 

 - The 66 foot front yard set-back 
has been varied by as much as 56 ft 

   The current trend seems to be for 
smaller properties to be purchased 
and developed to exceed the       
allowable amounts with respect to 
number of buildings, maximum lot 
coverage and maximum size of 
buildings. At one point in time a 
survey revealed that the average 
dwelling size in the area was around 
1400 sq. ft. With the current trend 
to develop smaller properties, we 
can expect to see Cognashene 
change dramatically. 

   For these reasons, it is important 
that we find politicians willing to 
support our community plan.  

Political Landscape 

There are a growing number of  
reports coming out of the township 
office that should be of concern to 
all of us. Some of this information 
has been substantiated, while some 
of it cannot be because the town-
ship has not released information 
that should be available to the    
public.    

If you would like to learn more, 
check out the Georgian Bay citizen’s 
website that has been created to 
keep ratepayers in this township up-
to-date on the activities of the town-
ship. (http://citizeninfo2010.webs.com  ) 

Your board is not involved in this 
site and cannot comment on the 
veracity of all the  information on it, 
but the mere fact that such a website 
exists demonstrates a grassroots      
movement to evaluate the           
performance of the township. With 
a municipal election coming up, we 
will be watching too. 
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Cognashene Cottagers Association 

 The Cognashene Cottagers Association represents a water-based community on the east shore 
of Georgian Bay. Its mandate is to represent and coordinate the communal interests of its  
membership, to assist in the preservation and protection of the area known as Cognashene and 
beyond to ensure an ongoing enjoyment of the Bay and to build a strong sense of community. 

 The membership includes permanent and seasonal visitors.  

 The Association facilitates the provision of programs and services to protect and enhance 
the members’ enjoyment of the Bay.  

 Through the participation of the membership in the programs and services offered, a 
great sense of community is achieved, communal interests are safe guarded and knowl-
edge of issues is obtained.  

 A partnership with the Georgian Bay Association and other related organizations assists 
in the promotion of careful stewardship of the Georgian Bay environment.  

 The Association promotes an effective and ongoing communication with all of our mem-
bership and respects the diverse needs of the membership.  

Visit our website at www.cognashene.com 

Classifieds 

Grey cottage at north end of Townsend Island: available for rent for selected weeks during July 
and August @ $1000/week and September @$700/week. Rental periods can be prorated for more or less than 
seven days. For members of the Cognashene Cottagers' Association, a donation of 10% of the gross rent will 
be donated to the Georgian Bay Land Trust. Cottage is in very private setting, overlooks open Bay to north 
and west. Sleeps six comfortably. Modern amenities in kitchen and bathroom (No satellite TV or inter-
net). Sloping smooth rock shore, protected docking and swimming on leeward side. Please contact Margaret 
Eaton-Kent at 519-856-0918 or at meatonkent@xplornet.com    

FOR SALE:  15 HP 4-stroke 2000 Evinrude outboard motor.  Low hours.  Belongs to Alice Minett of     
Portage Island -- being sold by Jamie Hewitt of Hewitt Marine, Honey Harbour, 705-756-2785. 

mailto:meatonkent@xplornet.com

