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This past summer will not go
down as one of the most pleasant
weather-wise. On the bright side,
the cooler, wetter conditions con-
tributed to water levels that have
not been seen for some time.

Despite the poorer weather, we
had another very successful year
with our Recreation program.
This continues to be one of the
finest youth activities offered in
the whole of Georgian Bay. The
swimming beach received some
“upgrades” with the installation of
a new storage shed and proper

& virrlg Of our New canoes.
Thanks go to those who offered
their services in making this pro-
ject come to fruition.

Environment Day at Minnicog
was an extremely informative
event, one that I would encourage
everyone to come out and take
advantage of in the future. Thanks
to the Deeks’ and Russell’s for
organizing the day and offering
their property.

Art on the Rocks continues to
attract a very large turnout of
both artists and cottagers. This is
a “rain or shine” event and, un-
fortunately, things came to a sud-
den end due to an eatly afternoon
thunderstorm. Catherine Gillespie
and her committee are to be com-
mended for their efforts in mak-
ing this one the most well re-
ceived annual community events
of the season.

The Regatta, on the other hand,
was most favourably endowed
with good weather. My take was

that people were bursting to get
outdoors for a change and they
came out in droves. It was the
one of best regattas in some
time. We are grateful to the
Davis, Endress, and Kohler
families for their hospitality and
to Nancy Bennett and her com-
mittee for making this a tremen-
dous success.

Our Regatta is not complete
without the long distance swim,
which was held at the Thomp-
son’s for the 20t straight year!
A plaque was presented to Rob
and Val to mark their special
contribution to the community.

Each year the Bay presents is-
sues that are not necessarily
planned yet we deal with them
just the same. One of the most
concerning was the number of
bears that were seen across the
entire region this past summer.
There were numerous reports of
bears swimming between islands
and the mainland with cottages
being broken into in search of
food. We are fortunate that no
one in our community had a
face-to-face confrontation with
a hostile bear. I refer you to the
article in the accompanying
GBA UPDATE for more infor-
mation and “do’s and don’ts”.

We also have an issue with the
loss of the Township Fire /
Rescue boat which has been out
of commission for almost half
the operating season. The boat
has been laid up since August
11t following a collision of
sorts, with repairs yet to be ef-

fected. Together with the
presidents of two other cottag-
ers’ associations, I wrote to the
Mayor and Councilors express-
ing our deep concerns prior to
November’s Council meeting.
Not all the questions have
been answered and, to their
credit, councilots have te-
quested a thorough report of
this incident. The Board will be
staying on top of this matter.

contod

Dates to Remember:

9 December 15, 2009
first Recreation
program applicant
deadline

9 January 31, 2010
second Recreation
program applicant
deadline

9 March 1, 2010
Cottager submission
deadline
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In the meantime, a cottage
burned to the ground over
the Thanksgiving weekend.
Had it not been for such
favourable wind and
weather conditions at the
time of the fire, I suspect
that the damage could have
been far greater. We are
sorry for the property
ownet’s loss.

Taxation is an issue that is
rearing its ugly head, one
that needs to be addressed
with greater urgency. Al-
though the school portion
of the tax component went
down, as a whole our taxes
went up by about 4.5%.
Some councilors, including
Councilor Bowden, argue
this was not necessary, while
others are inclined to let
projects such as improve-

ments to Port Severn be
borne by the seasonal cot-
tage ratepayers. I suspect
you will be hearing more
about this in the very near
future.

We had promised to update
the CCA map in 2009 and
while this is still on the ra-
dar screen, it is likely a
blessing in disguise that we
didn’t proceed. There is a
great deal of new technol-
ogy available and the Town-
ship and District are updat-
ing their mapping services,
which will be to our benefit
(and good use of tax dol-
lars!).

The Cognashene Commu-
nity Plan Advisory Group
(CCPAG) has been hard at

work in reviewing, meeting,

consulting, and commenting
on applications coming be-
fore the Township Commit-
tee of Adjustment. The
process has so far been ex-
tremely well received by
property owners as well as
the Planning Dept. and
Committee of Adjustment.
At the 2009 AGM we stated
that the CCPAG was the
logical finishing touch to the
OPA that the community
worked so hard in develop-
ing.

On the political front, we
are very pleased that one of
our members has thrown
his hat into the ring to run
for Council in the next mu-
nicipal election. Pat Ed-
wards, who is a former CCA

Treasurer and President and
member of the SPG, will

seek the seat left by Coun-
cilor Bowden when he re-
tires following three terms
of office.

Your Board continues to
wotk on behalf of the
membership on many
fronts. Please take a few
moments to read the news-
letter and, as always, if you
have any comments, don’t
hesitate to let us know.

Best wishes to you and
your families until we meet
again.

Sincerely,

Craig Bowden
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Services Report - Derek Friend

The CCA is suggesting that the
Township increase the fire response
capability for Cognashene. In the
wake of another tragic fire over the
Thanksgiving weekend, finding so-
lutions to fire response has become
a pressing issue. The following re-
port will outline what is currently
available for fire response and sug-
gest areas for consideration to im-
prove upon what is already avail-

able.

In recent weeks, I have discussed
this topic with the Township and
will meet with Chief Boswell within
days. The following outlines the
current fire response initiatives by
the Township:

Firefighters have been working dili-
gently to locate, service and check
supplies at each one of the Depart-
ment’s pump locations. There are
9 fire pumps located in the
Cognashene area. The following list
provides the name of the cottage
owner and respective pump num-

ber.

Pump #001 Halpenny;

Pump #002 Old Store;

Pump #005 Fred Beattie;
Pump #006 Murphy;

Pump #007 Turnbull;

Pump #008 Bowden;

Pump #009 Minnicog;

Pump #010 Dennis Robitaille;
Pump #011 Larry Lobb.

Although the fire Department has
not yet put the exact location of all
our fire pumps on our map, they
are working towards this in the near
future.

The Georgian Bay Fire Department

has two Marine Units. However, at
the time of the most recent fire near
Hell’s Gate, the Fire boat was out of

service. That boat had been left out of

service due to some damage. It had
not been repaired for a number of
weeks prior to that fire as the plan
was that repairs would be carried out
during the winter. However, the Fire
Department continues their ability to
respond to off shore emergency calls
by the re-positioning the second Ma-
rine unit to Station #1 in Honey Har-
bour. The Department also has vari-
ous agreements for the use of water
taxis. Normally, all fire boats are
pulled from the water in mid-
November.

The Firefighters are all volunteers and
their response time to a fire depends
on how long it takes them to come
from their various locations. It should
be noted that these dedicated volun-
teers respond as quickly as they can
when they receive the call through
their pager system.

The Georgian Bay Fire Department
advises that usually, by the time a 911
call comes in and the fire fighters get
to a site, the cottage is beyond saving
and the focus is on preventing the
spread of fire.

How can we improve fire response?

Presently, the focus of the CCA is not
to answer the question as to whether
the Fire Boat would have made a dif-
ference in the recent fire. The larger
questions are “What is the status of
the Township’s ability to respond to
water access only cottages at this
time?” and “What are the Township’s
plans for improving response in the
futurer”. 1 have arranged a meeting
with Chief Jim Boswell in early No-
vember to discuss fire pumps and the
overall plan for fire response in the
Cognashene area to develop some

expectations of what improvements
can be made.

If you are willing to make your

private fire pump available in

an emergency, please contact
Derek at dfriend@rogers.com

In addition to the Township owned
and maintained fire pumps, we
know that several cottagers have
private fire pumps. The CCA would
like to have all fire pumps marked
on the next Cottager map, and in-
cluded in our next membership di-
rectory. Therefore, if you are will-
ing to make your private pump
available in the event of an emer-
gency, please e-mail me
[dfriend@rogers.com]. You are also
welcome to send an email should
you have any suggestions or com-
ments on fire response.

We would also like to encourage
each of you to take a moment to
think about your own fire preven-
tion and response plan. Once the
locations of the fire pumps are
known, we would like to encourage
cottagers to develop a local re-
sponse and strategy to call for other
pumps located throughout
Cognashene. In the event that it is
not possible to extinguish a cottage
fire, we recognize the need to pro-
tect the surrounding trees and vege-
tation.

The Association believes that the
Township has the primary responsi-
bility for fire response and I will
advise you through the next news-
letter about the progress with the
Township and discuss further initia-
tives for fire response in Cognash-
ene.
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Recreation Report - sue Carter & Sarah Tawaststjerra

It was another wonderfully success-
ful summer on the beach this year,
with over 65 families and more than
100 kids taking part in the activities.
We are delighted to be part of the
Cognashene Recreation Program.
From swimming lessons, the sailing
program, arts and crafts, water
sports, kid’s club, YPOC, the corn
roast, canoe trips and our year end
party.. a great time was had by all!

This year we replaced our storage
shed. A special thank you to David
Tawaststjerna for his help and Mike
McCullough and North Shore Roof-
ing for donating the barge and the
manpower to move the shed to the
beach — it was no easy job!! The
proceeds from cookbook sales pro-
vided funding for the program to
purchase 5 new canoes. They were
certainly enjoyed for our canoe
preparation and Junior and Senior
canoe trips. What a great community
we share in Cognashene.

Our recreation program has always
been fortunate to hire a wonderful
staff. This season we will be looking
for a Program Director, Head In-
structors, Instructors, Assistant In-

structors and Volunteers. We would
like to hire the Program Director,
Head of Swimming and Head of Sail-
ing by the end of December and the
Instructor, Assistant Instructor and
Volunteer positions by the end of
February. Please see the details below:

We are looking for motivated, organ-
ized, enthusiastic and energetic indi-
viduals who enjoy working with chil-
dren, to provide a full range of recrea-
tional activities for the Cognashene
Cottagers’ Association Recreation Pro-
gram in the following positions;

Program Director

Employment Period: June through
August

Requirements:

- University/ Community College
Student

- Familiar with the CCA Program

- Current Instructor (Red Cross &
LSS)

- NLS and First Aid/CPR Certificates
- Strong communication, organiza-
tional and leadership skills

- Access to boat (30hp) & boating li-
cence

Application Deadline: Dec. 15, ‘09

Head of Swimming:

Employment Period: July through
August (8 weeks)

Requirements:

- University/ Community College
Student

- Experienced Swim Instructor

- Familiar with teaching Bronze Levels
- Current Instructor (Red Cross and
LSS)

- NLS and First Aid/CPR Certificates
- Able to assist with all aspects of the
program

- Access to boat (30hp) and boating
license

Application Deadline: Dec. 15, 09

Head of Sailing:

Employment Period: July through
August (8 weeks)

Requirements:

- University/ Community College
Student

- Sailing experience

- Familiar with teaching Bronze Lev-
els

- Current Instructor (Red Cross and
LSS)

- NLS and First Aid/CPR Certificates
- Able to assist with all aspects of the
program

- Access to boat (30hp) and boating
license

Application Deadline: Dec. 15, ‘09

Instructors:

Employment Period: July through
August (8 weeks)

Requirements:

- High School, University/
Community College Student

- Current Instructor, Red Cross and
LSS

- NLS and First Aid/CPR Certificates
- Access to boat (30hp) and boating
license

- Interest in swimming, sports, arts
and crafts, sailing and canoe trips
Application Deadline: Jan. 31’ 09

Assistant Instructors:
Employment Period: July through
August (8 weeks)

Requirements:

- High School Student

- Bronze Cross

- Standard First Aid with CPR

- Interest in assisting with swimming,
sports, arts and crafts, sailing and ca-
noe trips

Application Deadline: Jan. 31,10
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Recreation Report cont’d

Volunteers:

Employment Period: July through August (8 weeks)

Requirements:
- 14 years of age

- Have or be enrolled in Bronze Cross
- Interest in helping with swimming lessons and other aspects of the pro-
gram hours worked will qualify for volunteer hours

Application Deadline: January 31, 2010

Email resumes to

scarter@rogers.com and

sarahanddavid@sympatico.ca

GBL T Winners Announced

The Georgian Bay Land Trust
(GBLT) would like to congratulate
the winners of the Rocks of Geor-
gian Bay photo contest! Our jury
was impressed by the variety of
stunning pictures submitted this
year — more than 400 in all, making
the final decision a difficult one.
After much discussion and most
likely some restless nights, our ju-
rors chose 25 photographs to be
included on this year’s Rocks of
Georgian Bay poster, the second in
a series of posters celebrating the
beauty of eastern Georgian Bay and
the North Channel.

They portray the many faces of the
rocks, from orange lichen-covered
crags to smooth whale’s backs
plunging into the water, each one a
snippet of the Bay’s beauty. The
splendour of the rocks is just one
of the many reasons to protect this
incredible natural wonder, a cause
the GBLT is forwarding through
conservation, promotion and edu-
cation. Our “Unique Trees of
Georgian Bay” poster has raised
over $10,000 that directly supports
education within our community
about the delicate nature of Geor-
gian Bay so they can assist us in
caring for these unique properties.
We hope this poster will continue

The winners:

to be purchased by those who love
the Bay so we may together pre-
serve this place for our families.

Barb Campbell, Barry Mido
Ben Withers, Bob Gilman,
Snider, Bonnie French, Cat
Bowden, Cecile Gambin, D
O0Rour ke, Do
Scott, Jeff Webb, Kimberly
Schiefer, Margarete Carr,
Mackay, Marilyn Stark,

Marjolein Hueff, Michelle R
Molly Mulloy, Peggy Horton,
Ralph Grose, Tim Stewart

The posters are available for
sale on the GBLT website
(www.gblt.org) or by calling
416 -440 -1519 ext. 3, and
make a fantastic Christmas
gift for the Georgian Bay
enthusiast on your list!

g9
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Environment Report - Doug Deeks

Weather/Growing Conditions — Every
summer creates its own weather legends
and I expect the title “precipitation” tops
the list of those for the summer of 2009.
It certainly was wet, or was it? Sadly,
data gathered by the scientific commu-
nity often sucks the air out of many a
compelling legend. Overall precipitation
for 2009? Try “average”. How can that
be you ask, with all that snow followed
by all that rain and followed again by all
that rain? Interspersed amongst all those
drizzly days (weeks) were several dry
spells like the first 3 weeks of July and
again September. In fact, the lake Huron
region for September experienced half
of the normal precipitation for the
month (it’s just that most of us missed
that fine spell of good weather and so it
didn’t make it into the 2009 legend...).
Morte accurately then, 2009 may be
known as the year of “binge” weather,
where when it came, it came en masse.

This up and down weather created an
interesting season for the natural envi-
ronment. If anyone recalls the unsea-
sonal lighting the woodstove in July
when the evening temperatures persisted
below 10°C, you may also understand,
that for egg laying creatures like the
foxsnake for whom warm evenings are
essential for the expectant brood’s devel-
opment, those conditions weren’t less
than ideal for just that evening skinny
dip. If you were a berry however trying
to make it to maturity in the month of
June, could the conditions have been
better? My children recall starting the
late days of June with feasts of strawber-
ries harvested from the naturally occur-
ring strawberry plants of Minnicog only
to move onto a blackberry harvest that
was second to none at the beginning of

August.

If you were wondering where the vibrant
colours of fall went this year don’t blame
it on the wet days of October but do
look no further than that unseasonably
hot and particularly dry September which
stressed the deciduous forests across
central Ontario, sucking some of the life

and thus colour out of their foliage. A
season then, that worked for some and
not so well for others.

Enviro day summary: A very successful
environment day was held at Minnicog in
mid July on a day that threatened, but
which ultimately delivered, fine weather.
Select highlights from the excellent speak-
ers which included Eric Mcintyre from the
EGBSC, Scott Sutton from the National
Park, Mary Muter from the GBA, Glenda
Clayton from the GB Biosphere Reserve
and Dennis Robitaille from Robitaille
Construction, are below:

Septic Systems — amongst the biggest
threats to healthy water systems is con-
tamination from human waste and, as
cottagers, that threat is contained by our
septic systems; an oft forgotten part of the
cottage infrastructure. Based on feedback
from Dennis and additional research that I
undertook with respect to regional septic
systems, I am safely concluding that as a
community we cannot confidently lay
claim to good performance in this area.
Septic systems have a life of approximately
25 years and should be inspected and
pumped out every 4—7 years based on
usage.

Dennis is one of the only qualified septic
system inspectors servicing the Honey
Harbour to Go Home area and in 2008 he
performed what he estimates was an aver-
age number of inspections that weren’t
related to new system installations and that
number was 3 (three). Dennis covers an
area that holds upwards of 2000 cottages.

My takeaway on septic systems is that in
Cognashene we can make a big difference
in terms of getting our environmental
house in order with very little inconven-
ience, by ensuring that our waste isn’t con-
tributing to the degradation of the water
quality of Georgian Bay. A septic inspec-
tion costs between $125 and $200 depend-
ing on location and configuration. Book
one for the spring.

Fish — there was lots to learn from Eric
Mclntyre and most productively, lots to
apply. Around our shoreline we now have

three Bass nests ready to host a pile of
eggs next spring. All eyes at our place
will be looking down come June when-
ever we are out on the dock in the hopes
of catching sight of a large male black
bass patrolling the entrance one of these
nests. Search Google with “Bass nest
building” and you will get many pages
that outline the very simple steps to the
building of a bass nest (should take about
10 minutes!)

Bugs - if you happened to have taken
my advice on deploying “log traps” to
capture many pine pests at some point
this summer remember that it is now
time to pull and burn those traps. You
have until mid-March but after that point
instead of a trap you will have a very pro-
ductive nursery on your hands!

Water levels - Water levels dipped
through September and while October’s
weather will likely cause a catch-up they
currently stand about 6 inches above
2008 levels according to the US Army
Corps of Engineers data at Oct 23, some
4 inches less than the delta that persisted
for most of the year. As we are in the
lake levels upward cycle we should con-
tinue to see somewhat higher levels for
the next several years. What that means
over the long haul is less obvious but if
all things were to be equal, meaning no
long term change in the water levels of
Michigan-Huron, then over the next few
years we should charge past the long term
average during this upswing and sustain
above the average for a period of several
years before gradually drifting back down.
That up and down cycle of water levels
even out over the long haul. Currently,
the Michigan-Huron lake level is 10”
below the long term average.

Suggestions welcome on topics for next
year’s event - send to me at doug-

deeks@gmail.com or environ-
ment@cognashene.com

Have a great Autumn!


mailto:dougdeeks@gmail.com
mailto:dougdeeks@gmail.com
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It has been a very busy fall, and here
are some of the highlights:

CCPAG

(the Cognashene Community
Plan Advisory Group)

The advisory group has now re-
viewed several applications for vari-
ance and I think most applicants
have been pleasantly surprised. From
the feedback we have had, our proc-
ess is fair, objective and transparent.

In the interest of being consistent
and predictable in our assessments,
we have been developing a scoring
system that looks at the merits of an
application on a site-specific basis.
The objective we have set for our-
selves is to try to maintain the /ntent
of our community plan, while at the
same time recognizing that property
owners want some options and flexi-

the wilderness aspect of our cottage
experience.

TAX APPEALS

By now, many people who are appeal-
ing their property value assessments
have a hearing date. Only time will tell
if the new and improved assessment
process is better than the previous
one.

bility. T emphasize the intent of the plag, . doing your research, you may

and not the by-laws, for a reason. We
have learned that complying with the
by-laws, in some cases, can make a
structure much more visible and
therefore have a negative impact on
the shoreline vistas that we all want
to preserve and protect. For anyone
who wortied that we would be a
group of ‘rule freaks’, I can assure
you that we are focusing on the
shoreline vistas, not on rules for the
sake of rules. We love to see mitigat-
ing factors like low profiles and vege-
tative cover that hide structures from

view.

Of course, our role is strictly advi-
sory. We advise the property owners
and we give our recommendations to
the board of the CCA, which then
gives feedback to the municipality.
Eventually, we hope to gain buy-in
from all involved on the importance
of the community’s need to maintain

have found that the new search engine
designed into the MPAC site has some
glitches. However, overall it allows
access to more information than ever
before. I did personally discover that
the ‘AboutMyProperty’ search tool is
incompatible with the latest version of
Windows. Also, the browser on a Mac
apparently does not work well with the
MPAC mapping system.

I have found that MPAC is trying
much harder and the entire appeal
process is less overwhelming for those
who do not think they are getting a
fair deal. That is the good news. The
bad news is that there continues to be
so few actual sales in our area that the
computer model used by MPAC does
not seem to be related to reality.

Don’t hesitate to contact me with
questions or input as to how your own

appeal is going.

MUNICIPAL
REPRESENTATION

Last July, I was at a party where I
stumbled upon an interesting conver-
sation about the need to find a cot-
tager to represent Gibson Ward when
our councillor, Jim Bowden, steps
down next November. We should all
thank Gord Walker, who challenged
Pat Edwards at that party to run for
office. After mulling it over, Pat has
accepted that challenge.

It is imperative that the views and
needs of seasonal residents on Geor-
gian Bay be heard on council, and 1
thank you, Pat, for making sure that
we can continue to be heard.

CCPAG fimaintai
intent of our community

plan, focusing on the
shoreline vistas, not on

rules for the s
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Cognashene Cottager - Susanna Henderson

A Message From Your Editor:
Thank you to everyone who sub-
mitted items for the 2009 Cot-
tager! I hope everyone received
their copy, if not please let me
know.

Please email, post, or hand deliver
your submissions to me for the
2010 edition of the Cottager!

The deadline for submissions is
Monday March 1st, 2010. Please

send photos, stoties, articles,

are emailing your submission, please
send text in word format and if it is an
image, as a jpeg (please try to send as
high a resolution as possible and please
only send me a maximum of 5 photos).
If you have any questions, feel free to
contact me by email or telephone.

Thank you, and I look forward to re-
ceiving your submissions!

By Post: Susanna Henderson

26 Balmoral Avenue,
Apartment 301

ized in our community publica- Toronto, ON M4V 1]4

tion! Telephone: 416 540 1468

I have a new email address, as the ~ Email: cognashene.cottager(@gmail.com

old one was compromised. If you

news, original artwork and what
ever else you might like immortal-

Cognashene Winter Party looking for volunteer(s)

The CCA is looking for volunteer(s) to host this year's "Winter Gathering', usually in February somewhere on
the Bay accessible by snow machine. Traditionally this gathering has been outdoors with perhaps a bonfire to
thaw our frozen fingers and snacks and libations provided by attendees. Nothing too fancy is required. If you
would like to cheer up your section of the bay with happy chatter and laughter for an afternoon, please reply
to wenpar(@sympatico.ca.

Cognashene Cottagers Association

The Cognashene Cottagers Association represents a water-based community on the east shore
of Georgian Bay. Its mandate is to represent and coordinate the communal interests of its mem-
bership, to assist in the preservation and protection of the area known as Cognashene and be-
yond to ensure an ongoing enjoyment of the Bay and to build a strong sense of community.

1 The membership includes permanent and seasonal visitors.

1 The Association facilitates the provision of programs and services to protect and enhance
the members’ enjoyment of the Bay.

1 Through the participation of the membership in the programs and services offered, a
great sense of community is achieved, communal interests are safe guarded and knowl-
edge of issues is obtained.

1 A partnership with the Georgian Bay Association and other related organizations assists
in the promotion of careful stewardship of the Georgian Bay environment.

1 The Association promotes an effective and ongoing communication with all of our mem-
bership and respects the diverse needs of the membership.

Visit our website at www.cognashene.com
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